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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-89 are pending in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The IDS filed on 1/9/02 have been considered. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in EPO on 10/16/01 . It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a 
certified copy of the EPO 00650155.5 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 82-89 is not limited to tangible embodiments. In view of Applicant's disclosure, 
the medium is not limited to tangible embodiments, instead being defined as including 
both tangible embodiments and intangible embodiments. As such, the clam is not 
limited to statutory subject matter is therefore non-statuory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 60 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 60 recites, "at Xr-2p-e-2p" it is unclear of what is being claimed. 

Claim Objections 

Applicant is advised that should claim 16 be found allowable, claim 20 will be 
objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-89 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Publication 2002/0052922 issued to Matsuura et al.(Matsuura) . 
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As per claim 1, 45,67,76, Matsuura teaches a method in an email processing 
assembly having a mail server, processors, processor engines for processing an email 
into formats suitable for the recipient and storage means associated therewith for the 
distribution of an email to an intended recipient in a predetermined format suitable for 
the recipient(Abstract, paragraph 0079), the email having a message and an initial 
header comprising email data comprising: routing data including originating 
data(Fig.23), address data identifying the intended recipient(Fig.23); constituent data 
indicating the nature of the email(Fig.23; subject); and content data comprising 
reference to the components of the email message itself, the email being received in a 
mail server in which the following steps were carried out(paragraph, 0124); prior to 
receiving the email to prepare the processing assembly to carry out the method: 
preparing a classification database (Fig.1 1 , )comprising: a plurality of classifications of 
emails having regard to their attributes(paragraph 0067,0068); and at least one 
processing operation with suitable processing instructions associated therewith 
allocated to each classification to provide a classification instruction list for routing the 
email through the processing engines(paragraph 0067,0071, 0079); storing in the 
instruction list database the instructions necessary to perform the processing from one 
format to another format(paragraph 0069-0071); storing in a recipients database the 
formats suitable for each recipient as recipients processing requirements(paragraph 
0067); storing in a management rules database data specifying the manner in which the 
email will be processed and distributed and comprising, on an email being 
received(paragraph 0053):the email is accepted from the mail server(Fig.2), the email is 
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copied to a mail store memory(Fig.2); the email is immediately transmitted in 
accordance with the initial header(Fig.23; paragraph 0016); 
retrieving the initial header(0053, Figs. 12, 13,23), searching the management rules 
database(0053, Figs. 12, 13,23); retrieving appropriate rules having regard to the initial 
header(paragraph 0061); adding the rules to the initial header to form a system 
header(paragraph 0067,0068); retrieving the processing requirements for the recipients 
from the recipients database(paragraph 0083): adding the recipients processing 
requirements to the system header, retrieving the stored email from the mail store 
memory(paragraph 0017); carrying out any necessary processing of the email having 
regard to the system header by retrieving the instructions from the instructions list 
database(paragraph 0062, 0067); and distributing the email in accordance with the 
system header including substituting the email where necessary for the originally 
distributed email(paragraph 0079). 

As per claim 2, 41,53, in which initially there is provided: a classification database 
comprising a plurality of classifications of emails having regard to their 
attributes(paragraph 0057, 0061); and at least one processing route with suitable 
processing instructions associated therewith allocated to each classification to provide a 
classification instruction list(paragraph 0079). 

As per claim 3,17,59,68, in which on receiving the email, the email is classified 
having regard to those attributes which can be ascertained from the header and the 
email message itself and the classification is added to the system header to control the 
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manner in which the necessary processing requirements are carried out(paragraph 
0067). 

As per claim 4,1 8,21, 32,39,50,60,69,in which on receiving an email, the email is 
classified having regard to those attributes which can be ascertained from the header 
and the email message itself and if the full attributes of the email cannot be 
ascertained(paragraph 0053), an interim classification is allocated to identify the 
necessary processing requirements to ascertain the attributes of the email(paragraph 
0053, 0057), the interim classification is added to the system header, the necessary 
processing is carried out having regard to the interim classification(paragraph 0060, 
0079), the email is reclassified having regard to the attributes which can now be 
ascertained from the header and the email and the new classification is added to 
provide the system header and thus those necessary processing 
requirements(paragraph 0054). 

As per claim 5,19,48,61,70, in which on receiving an email, the email is 
classified having regard to those attributes which can be ascertained from the 
header and the small message itself and if the full attributes of the email cannot be 
ascertained to provide a full system header(paragraph 0053) : an interim classification is 
allocated to identify the necessary processing requirements to ascertain the attributes of 
the email(paragraph 0053,0057); the interim classification is added to the system 
header, the necessary processing is carried out having regard to the interim 
classification(paragraph 0060,0079); the email is re-classified having regard to the 
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attributes which can now be ascertained from the header and the email, the 
classification is added to the initial header, and the management rules database is then 
searched aril the system header is provided(paragraph 0054). 

As per claim 6,16,20,31,40,49, in which on an email being received: 
the email is accepted from the mail server(Fig.2); the email is copied to a mail store 
memory(Fig.2); the email is immediately transmitted in accordance with the 
header(Fig.2); the method Is carried out by retrieving the stored email from the mail 
store memory and the email is distributed in accordance with the method including 
substituting, where necessary, this email for the original email transmitted(Fig.2, 
paragraph 0057). 

As per claim 7,22,33,42,51,62,71,79 comprising: accepting the email from the 
mail server in a mail store memory(Fig.2); allocating the system header, storing the 
email message with the system header in at feast one unique location in a mail store 
database and then carrying out any necessary processing of the email .reading the 
system header(Fig.2); retrieving the appropriate instruction from the classification 
database(paragraph 0060-0061 ); sending an instruction to carry out the operation on 
the message(paragraph 0064); retrieving the message from the mail store 
database(Fig.2, paragraph 0058); carrying out the operation on the message(paragraph 
0064); entering a record of the completion of the instruction in the header to provide a 
revised system header(paragraph 0058, ); storing the email in the mail store(Fig.2, 
paragraph 0058); and reading the revised system header and if the email is suitable for 
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sending to the intended recipient, transmitting fine email in accordance with the routing 
data in the system header(paragraph 0058, 0068-0073). 

As per claim 8,34,43,53,63,72, in which the classification is chosen from one 
or more of: single recipient with no attachment, single recipient with multiple 
attachments, single recipient with compressed attachments, single recipient with 
encrypted attachments, multiple recipients with no attachments, multiple recipients with 
multiple attachments, multiple recipients with compressed attachments, multiple 
recipients with encrypted attachments, the size of the email message, the size of any 
attachments, known encryption algorithm; externally originating email(Fig.23); 
internally originating email, and urgency marking. 

As per claim 9,23,35,44,54,65,74, in which when the classification allocated to an 
email requires the carrying out of more than one instruction, the instructions are carried 
out in a predetermined order, the system header being updated each time an instruction 
is carried out to provide a new system header(paragraph 0016). 

As per claim 10,24,30,36,45,55,66,75, in which, can carrying out the instruction 
or the last of the instructions, the email is not suitable for sending: the header is read 
again(paragraph 0019); a new classification is a located to the email (paragraph 0019); a 
new system header is prepared from the new classification and the routing 
data(paragraph 0019); and then the operations required by the new system header are 
carried out(paragraph 0019). 

As per claim 1 1 ,25,37,46,52,56,78, in which, on retrieving the instruction from the 
classification instruction list the instruction is stored in a processors routing database as 
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a queue for a processor engine chosen to carry out the operation in response to the 
instruction(paragraph 0083); the processor engine accesses the instruction(paragraph 
0060); the message is retrieved from the mail store database(Fig.2); the processor 
engine carries out the operation on the message(paragraph 0065); and the revised 
system header is returned to the routing database for further routing of the 
email(paragraph 0071 ). 

As per claim 12,26 in which the preparation of the system header includes 
allocating a priority to the email(Fig.22). 

As per claim 13,27, in which, on an instruction requiring a specific operation to be 
carried out for which there is more than one processor or more than a number of 
processors capable: of carrying out the instruction, the header is read and optimum 
choice of the processors is made(Fig.24). 

As per claim 14, 28,38,47,57,64,73,81 in which: there is provided a processor 
resource database in which is contained all the processor engines for carrying out a 
particular instruction listed singly and in combination as individual processor 
engines(paragraph 0068-0071); a system resource usage is listed for each processor 
engine(paragraph 0068-0071); a processing time for the instruction to be carried out is 
listed for each processor engine(paragraph 0068-0071); and on an instruction requiring 
a specific operation to be carried out for which there is more than one processor engine 
or more than a number of processor engines capable of carrying out the instruction, the 
header is read and optimum choice of the processors is made(paragraph 0068-0071). 
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As per claim 15,29, in which in transmitting the email, the identifier of the sender 
is stared together with the instructions carried out for transmittal between sender end 
recipient and on the subsequent sending of an email to the original sender, the 
instructions are retrieved and used to reformat the outgoing email for ease of receipt by 
the original sender(paragraph 0053,0057). 

As per claim 77, in which the mail store memory comprises a separate store 
having a unique location for each attachment(Fig.1-2). 

As per claim 80, in which the processor comprises a processor operated by a 
third party and the router includes means to establish a communications link with the 
processor(Fig.1-2, paragraph 0053). 

As per claim 82-89, a computer program comprising program instructions for 
causing one or more computers carry out the method as claimed in claim 
1,2,16,30,39,48,58,67(Fig.1-2). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 
US 5,848,41 5 issued to Guck 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Backhean Tiv whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
3941 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9 A.M. -12 P.M. and 1 -6 P.M. 
Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571 ) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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